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The 57 Grand National Readster Show:
B.C. Rodder Earns Top Awards
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The 2006 Grand National Roadster Show arrived this year with the expected regal rod and custom fanfare. Held January 20-22
at the Los Angeles County Fairplex in Pomona, Ca., it was a first-time effort for John Buck, who now also produces the Sacramento
Autorama, and this year's show was a blending of new features while maintaining its ‘tried and true’ heritage.

There were over 300 car and motorcycle entries on display extending across six separate buildings, including the new ‘Suede
Palace’ which highlighted some impeccable '50s-style primered hot rod and custom cars. The grounds hosted a wide variety of
outdoor exhibits and vendors, and a Saturday-only drive-in event allowed any enthusiast with a pre-1973 hot rod and $30 to cruise
onto the Fairplex concourse between buildings, park and compete for the ‘Drive-In’ award. Not surprisingly, there was no shortage
of takers and almost all of the cars definitely came through in show-class-ready shape.

Alex Xydias, founder of the So-Cal Speed Shop, opened the show by introducing the new NHRA Museum exhibit, which celebrates
the 60" anniversary of the legendary So-Cal hot rods. Mike Lavallee of Killer Paints notoriety could be visited at their booth, and
their Snohomish, WA studio was recognized for completing the paint finish on the full-scale ‘Oscar-esque’ statues that donned the
award stage. “The Big Schwag,” the voice of Discovery Channel’s Monster Garage and now Monster Radio every Saturday night,
also made a guest appearance and stayed busy signing autographs and talking-up fans.
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