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Grand National Roadster Show

AVisit to Granddaddy’s

The 57th Edition of the Annual Grand National Roadster Show,
also known as the “Granddaddy of Them All,” featured a large
number of historically significant vintage race cars.

Story and photography by Stephan Szantai.

Il all started back in 1950, when
promoters Al and Mary Slonaker held
their first Grand National Roadster Show in
the city of Oakland, California. For more
than half a century, hot rod and custom car
enthusiasts would simply know the
extravaganza as “Oakland,” even though it
moved around during this time frame, yet
still remained close to San Francisco. A
significant change took place in 2004,
however: the longest running indoor car
show in the world migrated much further
south from its original stomping grounds,
more specifically to the Los Angeles County
Fairgrounds in Pomona.

It certainly seems like an ideal location
for such an affair, not only because of its
layout and size, but also due to its history.
See, the National Hot Rod Association
started racing in Pomona back in 1953, and
its huge parking lot, situated
within walking distance
from the indoor show
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grounds, plays host to the huge Pomona
Swap Meet—one of the countrys largest car
events of its kind. Furthermore, a beautiful
building adjacent to GNRS is home to the
NHRA museum. It welcomes about 50
vintage racing vehicles, along with
photographs, trophies, helmets,
memorabilia, et al., chronicling decades of
American motorsports. Talk about the
hallowed ground for hot rodders. . ..

Back in 1950, the Slonakers chose to call
their happening the “Grand National
Roadster Show,” although it catered to all
hot rod owners in general. Using the words
hot rod in the events name was simply not
an option, due to its negative connotation.
How times have changed. Today’s rods,
which sometimes cost more than a beach
house, certainly inspire the highest respect!
The current iteration of the show, now held
for the third time in Pomona, also hosts a
much wider variety of vehicles than the
early editions, including low riders,
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chopper motoreycles, sprint cars and even
(cough cough) modern sport compact cars.
Approximately 500 bikes and
automobiles, complemented with 100
vendors, packed five buildings this year, in
addition to a newly opened hall aptly
named “Suede Palace.” There, the crowd
could discover a herd of rods and customs
inspired by their '50s and '60s counterparts.
Flathead V8s? Check. Primered cars?
Check. Highly impractical roof chop?
Check. Sure, some people didn't get it,
wondering how these hoodlums and
their—oftentimes purposefully—
aged rust-mobiles made
it to the prestigious
happening. Others
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