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Sam Posey and the NART Ferrari 512M ..~

Al Holbert's Lowenbrau Porsche 962
Remembering Clay Reqazzoni
Fab '50s Reunion

Australia’s Tasman
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GRAND NATIONAL ROADSTER SHOW
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A "Grand"’ National

The 58th edition of the Grand National Roadster Show, the oldest running
indoor hot rod show in the world, had something special to offer:

A selection of 60 significant 1932 Fords, which included several historical
race cars. STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY STEPHAN SZANTAI.

Agnosl six decades after the first edition, the Grand National
oadster Show continues to mesmerize gearheads
worldwide. Many consider this historical event, dubbed “The
Granddaddy of Them All,” as the best hot rod happening in the
world. After being held for more than half a century near
Oakland and San Francisco, it found a new home close to Los
Angeles in 2005, namely the Fairplex in Pomona. The latter
welcomes two NHRA national races every year, along with the
famous NHRA museum, as seen in the July/August 2006 issue
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of VM. Understandably, many deem Pomona’ fairgrounds as the
perfect venue for the GNRS.

Part of this annual event’s lore is a 9-1/2-foot tall trophy,
which has captured the inspiration of hardcore hot rodders since
1950. This impressive award goes to the owner of the best
roadster, oftentimes built by the most reputable rod shops in the
nation. Yet, the show isn't only a roadster affair, as it also caters
to fans of other hot rods, custom cars, trucks, classics,
motorcycles—and historically important race cars. Sensory
overload? You bet ... .

Vehicles are neatly lined up in several halls, totaling six in
2006 and seven this past January The additional building had
everybody talking, as it housed a very special selection of
automobiles, specifically 60 of the most significant 1932
Fords—a model seen as the quintessential hot rod. Sponsored
by Ford, this exhibit involved a committee of automotive and
hot rod experts, who had the difficult task of picking 75 *32s in
honor of the Deuces 75th anniversary. An earlier first round of
balloting resulted in about 500 individual cars being nominated
for consideration. Further deliberation narrowed down the
number to the expected 75. Not all could be tracked down or
proved in good enough shape to be displayed; so in the end, 60
made it to the show—not too shabby considering the oldest
examples selected have been modified about seven decades ago.

With Mr. Edsel Ford as Guest of Honor, this hall truly wowed
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